

History of American Public Education: 1600’s

· Early colonial education when Puritans established colonies in what is now northeastern in the United States.
· Education was designed to further the Puritans values and ensure that children were beyond well versed in the Bible. 

· The home-schooling movement in which parents educate their children from home.

· Dame schools which was education that was offered from children ages six years old to  eight years old. This was very similar to day care. Parents would leave their children in the hands of a woman in their neighborhood for several days a week and the woman would go about her day teaching children their numbers, letters and prayers .The woman would except a small fee per child.

· After boys finished dame school they would attend what is called apprenticeship which is another form of education in the American colonies where they would learn a craft which would carry out into their adulthood.

· 1607 – The first permanent English settlement in North America is established by the Virginia Company at Jamestown in what is now the state of Virginia.

· 1620 - The Mayflower arrives at Cape Cod, bringing the "Pilgrims" who establish the Plymouth Colony. Many of the Pilgrims are Puritans who had fled religious persecution in England. Their religious views come to dominate education in the New England colonies. Arriving 200 miles north of their intended destination, in December, half of the pilgrims arriving in Plymouth die over the next four months. The focus on survival and religious faith does not allow for education beyond that of religious and family study.         

· 1630- Massachusetts Bay Colony and Puritans. A fleet of eleven vessels with 1000 settlers arrives in June and July in Salem. They eventually form the Town of Boston, with the goal of creating a society which will be a model for redeeming their English homeland.

· 1635 - The first Latin Grammar School (Boston Latin School) is established. Latin Grammar Schools are designed for boys of certain social classes who are destined for leadership positions in church, state, or the courts.

· 1635 - The first "free school" in Virginia opens. However, education in the Southern colonies is more typically provided at home by parents or tutors. Boston establishes a Latin School to provide a classical education, similar to the free grammar schools in Boston, England. The school's motto "Sumus Primi" translated is "We are first." For the first decade, the Latin School met in the home of its headmaster.

· 1636 - Harvard College, the first higher education institution in what is now the United States, is established in Newtowne (now Cambridge), Massachusetts. . It renames it "Harvard" after the young clergyman John Harvard who bequeathed the school half his estate and all his books

· 1638 - The first printing press in the American Colonies is set up at Harvard College.
· 1640 - Henry Dunster becomes President of Harvard College. He teaches all the courses himself!

· 1642 - The Massachusetts Bay School Law is passed. It requires that parents assure their children know the principles of religion and the capital laws of the commonwealth. 

· 1647 - The "Old Deluder Satan Act” required that every Massachusetts town of at least 50 households hire a teacher of reading and writing.  Towns with a hundred or more households had to operate a grammar school as well.  If the towns didn't obey the law, they were fined 5 pounds-- about $25.00.

· Colonial schoolmasters were not paid very much and sometimes received a cow, a pig, apples or some other food for their teaching.  In winter, the teacher's fee was sometimes paid with wood for the school fireplace.  Children who didn't bring their share of wood had to sit in the coldest part of the room!     

· When the school master got paid, he usually got more corn and food than he could eat so he'd sell the food for supplies.

· The boys who learned the New England Primer could go onto another school to learn more.  Some boys at the age of 11 attended college and the boys that were rich went to college in England.   

· In the middle colonies, such as Delaware, New Jersey, New York and Pennsylvania, education was left to the royal governor and various church groups.  In the South, the children of rich planters were taught at home-- usually by tutors from England.  Poor children were usually apprenticed to a craftsmen.

· In order to receive great education you had be privileged and wealthy.

· Town schools, which were laregely settled by the Puritans were people who had lived in towns close to one another, which were particularly taught the Bible. 

· Private schools began to dedicate educations to job training and practical skills.  

· Wealthy plantation owners had hired private tutors for their children.

· Religious schools began being sponsored by churches and were able to establish charities for schools for those of less fortune. 

· Girls receive little or no schooling at all over the years. 

· If you were Native American of African American you were absolutely left with no chance of receiving any education whatsoever. 

· Schools that were established for the poor required by the family to sign what is called a “Pauper’s Oath.” This was a public document that was admitting your poverty. Therefor, many families chose to leave their children illiterate to save their families and child from embarrassment. 
